
Allocation of 

Conserved  

Water Program  

S T A T E  o f  O R E G O N  

Wate r  Resou rces  Depa r tmen t 

òTo serve the public by practicing and promoting  

wise long-term water management.ó 



·A conservation 

measure is the 

physical change that 

allows you to satisfy 

an existing beneficial 

use with less water.  

 



Conservation Measures  
For irrigation rights there are two broad categories:  

 

1) Distribution Projects, such as piping or lining a 

ditch or canal; and  

2) On-Farm Efficiency Projects, such as converting 

from flood irrigation to sprinkler or drip 

irrigation.  



What is Conserved Water?  

The amount of water that results from 
conservation measures, measured as the 

difference between:  
 

(a) the smaller of the amount stated on the water right 
or  the maximum amount of water that can be 
diverted using the existing facilities; and  
 

(b) the amount of water needed after implementation 
of conservation measures 
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Direct Benefits to Applicant  

In the absence of this law, water users would not be 

entitled to use conserved water to meet new needs.  

This program provides economic return on 

conservation investments by:  

·Allowing water for use on                                       

additional lands  

·Allowing for new uses  

   of water  

 



Community Benefits  

·Conserves a scarce resource for future generations  

·Increases stream flows for  

·Recreational  

·Aquatic and fish life, wildlife, habitat  

·Pollution abatement (water quality)  



Scenario 

·400-acre farm  

·Water Right for 10 cfs at 1/40 (.025) cfs/acre; duty 

is 4.0 acre feet per acre for a total of 1600 acre -feet 

per year with a 1903 priority.  

·Convert to drip/sprinkler irrigation  

·With new system only need 6.64 cfs at 1/60 (.0166) 

with a duty of 2.6 acre -feet per acre (1040 acre -feet) 

·Savings/conserved water = 3.36 cfs and 560 AF  

 



Conservation Schematic  
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The Tradeoff  

What happens to the water saved through 

conservation practices? 

 

Generally:  

·75% goes to applicant:  

·Use of water on additional lands  

 

·25% goes to State: 

· receives instream water right  

 



Scenario Results  

Applicantõs portion: 3.36 cfs x 75% = 2.52 cfs 

                                  560 AF x 75% = 420 AF  

 

Stateõs portion: 3.36 cfs x 25% = 0.84 cfs 

                          560 AF x 25% = 140 AF  

 

Applicantõs portion = enough water to irrigate an 

additional 160 acres of land at 1/64 and 2.6 AF per 

acre under the original 1903 priority date.  
                            



Who Gets What?  
How much water does the applicant get to keep?  

 

·Allocation of the conserved water depends on a 

few factors:  

·Amount of non -reimbursable funding received from 

Federal or State governments  

·Amount of water, if any, needed to mitigate harm  



Allocation of Conserved Water  

Allocation formula  

 

Project Costs  

 Paid by  

Government  

(non-reimbursable)  

Conserved  

Water to  

State  

Conserved 

Water to 

Applicant  

10% 25% 75% 

60% 60% 40% 

80% 75% 25% 



Amount of Water needed to 

Mitigate for Harm  

Determined by the local 

Watermaster based upon a 

review of the application and 

knowledge of the stream and 

diversion systems.  



What is Harm?  

 

As used in this program, harm 

addresses the affects of 

conservation measures on the 

ability of other water users to 

divert or beneficially use water.  

 

 

 

 



Choice of Priority Date  

·Applicant has the choice of priority date for the 

conserved water  

·one minute junior to  

originating right  

·same as originating right   

·Both the stateõs and  

 applicantõs portions of  

 conserved water must  

 be the same 
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